
Grade 3 
 
Bitmoji room link: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1YX_A1Z6MPLb4iZLnJaelcKlCor6rlKmUe27GrO2
Tn14/edit?usp=sharing 
 
Dale Cuhuly inspired lesson: Summary  
Students will learn about Dale Chihuly and collaborate to create their own Chilhuly inspired 
piece made of painted mylar. Students will also review warm and cool colors.  
 
Essential Questions 

● What is the difference between translucent and transparent? 
● What are the characteristics of Dale Chihuly’s work? 
● What is glass blowing?  

 
General Objectives 
Students will:  

● Elaborate on an imaginative idea (VA:Cr1.1.3a) 
●  Create personally satisfying artwork using a variety of artistic processes and materials 

(VA:Cr2.1.3a) 
● Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a work of art (VA:Re.7.1.3a) 

 
Specific Objectives  

● Demonstrate 3-d paper construction  
● Understand the elements and principles of art  
● Learn about a new art making technique (glass blowing)  

 
Materials  
Dot painters, mylar, scissors, sharpies, paper, pencils.  
 
Instructional Aides  

● Printed out pictures of spirals for students to practice cutting. 
● Chihuly Garden and Glass Exhibit in Seattle Youtube video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfAkCTlC2F0&feature=youtu.be 
● How is glass made? Method & Process - science for kids, Educational videos by 

Mocomi.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foi10wJpT5I&feature=youtu.be 

 
Vocabulary  
Transparent - (of a material or article) allowing light to pass through so that objects behind can 
be distinctly seen. 
Translucent - (of a substance) allowing light, but not detailed shapes, to pass through; 
semitransparent. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfAkCTlC2F0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foi10wJpT5I&feature=youtu.be


Spiral - winding in a continuous and gradually widening (or tightening) curve, either around a 
central point on a flat plane or about an axis so as to form a cone. 
Glass blowing - the craft of making glassware by blowing air into semimolten glass through a 
long tube. 
Warm colors- red, orange, yellow  
Cool colors- blue, green, purple  
 
Pre Class Prep 
Have a big piece of white paper on trays for the mylar to be painted on top of, so students can 
see what they are doing and also eliminate some mess.  
 
Stimulation  

● Students will be introduced to glass blowing and the work of Dale chihuly by watching 
videos on his work and the process.  

● Pass out trays with mylar on them and talk about how the mylar is transparent like clear 
glass.  

● Talk about how if we add paint to it they will become translucent, and explain what that 
means.  

● Ask students to name transparent and translucent things they know.  
● Pass out dot painters and ask students to stick with warm colors on one piece of mylar 

and cool colors on the other. Go over what the warm and cool colors are.  
 
Art Activity steps 

● On day one students will spread ink all over their mylar. Sticking with cool colors on one 
sheet and warm colors on the other.  

● On day two we will start with another video about Dale Chihuly and glass blowing.  
● Show them an example of a spiral and tell them that they will be making spirals out of 

the mylar they painted yesterday.  
● Pass out paper and have them practice cutting spirals and draw spirals for those who 

are struggling.  
● Once they feel confident in cutting spirals students may begin cutting spirals on their 

mylar. Continue to draw the spiral for the students who are struggling so they have a 
guide for cutting.  

● Once all their mylar is cut add names to the top of their spirals so you can give them 
back to students later.  

● Put all the spirals together to make a collaborative “glass” chandelier.  
 

 
Clean up  

● Have students put lids on dot painters and wash their hands  
● On day two have students throw scraps they don’t want to keep from their mylar away.  

 
 
Sources 



 
Chihuly Garden and Glass Exhibit in Seattle Youtube video. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfAkCTlC2F0&feature=youtu.be 
 
How is glass made? Method & Process - science for kids, Educational videos by Mocomi 
youtube video  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foi10wJpT5I&feature=youtu.be 
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