
Arts Connect Camp Week Three Theme: Wonder Wheels  
Lesson by: Lauryn Shrout  

 
 
Thematic Summary:   
In honor of our community event, Touch a Truck, this week will be dedicated to different kinds of 
wheels; Color Wheel, Woven circle wheel, Ferris Wheel, and Game Wheel. Have fun creating, 
building and playing with wheels. Projects consist of painting, weaving, designing a game 
wheel, and ferris wheel. Students will have a chance to look, touch and climb onto machines at 
the “Touch a Truck” event on Friday. 
 
Essential Questions:  

● What is the significance of wheels?  
● How can you use different materials to create a wheel?  
● What are different types of wheels?  

 
National Standards 

● Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work (National Anchor Standard 1, 
Creating).  

● Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation (National Anchor 
Standard 5, Performing).  

● Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work (National Anchor Standard 8, Responding).  
● Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art (National 

Anchor Standard 10, Connecting).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Handprint Color Wheel Lesson  
Lesson by: Lauryn Shrout  

 
Lesson Summary:  
To get students refreshed on their colors and introduce them to wheels, we will be making a 
collaborative color wheel together as a class. We will talk about the primary, secondary, and 
tertiary colors. What are they? We will then have students draw from a bowl a piece of paper 
with a color from the color wheel written on it. Whatever color they get will be the color that gets 
painted on their hand. Students will work together to fill in the big color wheel you have 
pre-made, placing their painted handprint where it belongs on the color wheel. Fill in the color 
wheel with as many handprints as needed.  
 
Specific Objectives  
Students will : 

● Learn about primary, secondary, and tertiary colors.  
● Work collaboratively together.  
● Create a color wheel.  

 
Materials 
Paint, paintbrushes, large pieces of paper to draw lines for the color wheel on.  
  
Instructional aides 
Mixed A Colorful Story  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIbGioTNs4M 
 
Color Theory Basics  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1CK9bE3H_s 
 
Vocabulary  
primary colors, secondary colors, tertiary colors, color theory, collaboration.  
 
Pre Class Prep  

● On a large piece of white paper draw out the color wheel.  
● Tape this large blank color wheel to the wall or board.  
● Write down all the colors of the color wheel on slips of paper and place them in a bowl.  

 
Motivation  

● Start by talking about a color wheel. What colors are in a color wheel?  
● Have the students do a quick activity where they do a color wheel scavenger hunt.  
● For a couple of minutes students can look around the room and find small items that are 

the color of the color wheel.  
● Once time is up we will all gather on the floor and assemble the color wheel out of the 

objects grabbed from around the room.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIbGioTNs4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1CK9bE3H_s


● Talk about the colors more. What are the primary colors? Secondary colors? Tertiary 
colors?  

● Give students some time to return the objects from where they got them.  
● Introduce the project by saying we will be making a large color wheel together using our 

handprints.  
 
 
Art Activity Steps 
 

● Go around the room and have students choose a slip of paper out of the bowl. Whatever 
color they pick will be the color painted on their hand.  

● Students will work together to fill in the large blank color wheel that you have pre made 
before class.  

● Using their painted handprints students will fill in the color wheel.  
● If they need more paint on their hands you can help apply more.  

 
 

Clean up  
● Students should take turns washing their hands.  
● Have students clean their individual work area by wiping off any paint that might be on 

their table.  
● Designate students to collect certain supplies until everything is returned to its proper 

location.  
 
 
Critique  

● After each project students will get time to talk about something they learned from the 
project.  

● Students can talk about what they enjoyed about this lesson, and also discuss their 
favorite color combinations.  

 
Sources  
Storyteller Academy. (2018, June, 16).Mixed A Colorful Story.Youtube. Retrieved  

February 15, 2021. From https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIbGioTNs4M 
 

Simple Art Tips. (2015, June, 27).Color Theory Basics.Youtube. Retrieved  
February 15, 2021. From https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1CK9bE3H_s 
 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIbGioTNs4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1CK9bE3H_s


Kandinsky Style Circle Weaving  
Lesson by: Lauryn Shrout  

 
Lesson Summary: Students look at the artists Kandinsky and his work Color Study: Squares 
with Concentric Circles. Students will paint their own color study on a cardboard circle. Once the 
paint is dry they will set up their cardboard circle as a loom and create another color study by 
circle weaving.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Color Study: Squares with Concentric Circles 
 
 
 

Specific Objectives 
Students will:  

● Look at the famous artist Wassily Kandinsky.  
● Learn about circle weaving.  
● Learn about the primary and secondary colors.  

 
 
Materials:  
Cardboard (or thicker paper plates), yarn, paint, paintbrushes, scissors, beads.  
 
Instructional aides:  
Circle weaving  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6XK22a4GDk 
 
Photo of Kandinsky’s work, Color Study: Squares with Concentric Circles 
 
Vocabulary:  
Weaving, primary colors, secondary colors, tertiary colors, color theory.  
 
Pre Class Prep  

● Create a template loom for students to use when they need to set up their loom (use 
instructional aid video “circle weaving” to help set up your template).  

● Your notches around the circle can be about 2 ¾ inches apart. As long as the number of 
notches ends in an uneven number (11 notches if you want to follow the video guide).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6XK22a4GDk


● Pre cut circles out of cardboard for each student to have one or use sturdy paper plates.  
● Have primary colors of paint set out and portioned for each table.  

 
Motivation  

● Begin talking about Kandinsky’s work and take a look at it.  
● As students what they see. What colors do you see? Shapes?  
● Talk about primary and secondary colors.  
● Discuss creating your own color combination, similar to Kandinsky, by mixing primary 

colors to get secondary colors.  
Motivation part 2 (when paint is dry and we start weaving)  

● Show circle weaving video  
● Talk about what colors might complement the ones they have already painted.  
● As they begin, do it together and with them to make sure no one is confused on how to 

begin weaving.  
 
Art Activity Steps 

● Pass out the pre cut cardboard circles.  
● Using the primary colors at each table students will color mix to make secondary colors.  
● Using the secondary colors they mix students will use Kandinsky’s color study work to 

create their own color study on their cardboard circle.  
● Once they have finished painting their entire circle wait for it to dry.  
● Pass around the template loom you have created for students to mark their lines on the 

back of their cardboard circle loom. Have them also copy down the numbers that 
correspond with each notch.  

● Turn on the instructional aid video and follow along together, pausing when needed, to 
create the loom.  

● Once the loom is created students can begin weaving. Be sure to give a demonstration 
on how to do the weaving.  

● As students weave they may add in beads.  
● The circle weaving shouldn’t take up the whole plate, so it doesn’t cover the painting the 

students did on the cardboard circle.  
 
Clean up  

● Have students clean their individual work area by throwing away any trash or scraps 
from their project that can’t be reused.  

● Designate students to collect certain supplies until everything is returned to its proper 
location.  

● Collect each student's project and place it where you store student work.  
 
Critique  

● After each project students will get time to talk about something they learned from the 
project.  

● They will each get to show their project they had made and talk about it. What they like, 
what they wish they did differently, what their favorite part of making it was.  



● Students can comment on each other's work during this time. 
 
 
Sources  
Ms Larsen Art. (2018, Feb, 17).Circle Weaving. Youtube. Retrieved  

February 15, 2021. From https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6XK22a4GDk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6XK22a4GDk


 
 

Build a Ferris Wheel Lesson  
Lesson by: Lauryn Shrout  

 
 
Lesson Summary: Students will learn about Ferris wheels and construct their own out of 
popsicle sticks!  
 
 
Specific Objectives: 
Students will:  

● Construct a ferris wheel out of popsicle sticks.  
● Learn about ferris wheels 
● Create a kinetic sculpture  

 
Materials  
Cardboard, popsicle sticks, skewers, hot glue, white elmers glue, markers, pom poms or other 
embellishments (optional).  
 
Instructional Aides  
STEM activity for kids - Popsicle stick ferris wheel  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEN9qcnU6eI 
 
Invention of Ferris Wheel  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01f8PFAyl6c 
 
Ferris Wheel Ride (360 video)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRTSwEqgpf0 
 
 
Vocabulary  
Ferris Wheel, Kinetic, physics, inventor.  
 
Pre Class Prep  

● Cut a cardboard circle (about 2 inch diameter) for each student and make a hole in the 
middle of it (just big enough to fit the skewer through).  

● Have a motivation video and supplies ready before class.  
 
 
Motivation  

● Begin by taking students on an imaginary ferris wheel ride. Play the 360 video of the 
ferris wheel so they feel like they are riding a ferris wheel.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEN9qcnU6eI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01f8PFAyl6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRTSwEqgpf0


● Discuss the physics behind a ferris wheel, what makes it go around. 
● Show ppt and videos about ferris wheels, history and tallest ones 
● Show video of ferris wheel to make. 
● Begin gluing popsicle sticks together to make a ferris wheel. Go through steps from the 

video. 

 
Art Activity Steps  

● Give students the small cardboard circle you had cut for them. 
● Have students evenly place 6 popsicle sticks around the hole in the circle. 
● From those sticks have students use 6 more popsicle sticks to connect the ends.  
● Once sticks are placed where the students want, they may glue everything in this 

arrangement.  

 
 

● Next students will need to make a wheel stand.  
● Students can get creative with the wheel stand as long as the base is stable and the top 

has a place for the skewers to sit.  

 
● Students can now decorate their popsicle stick ferris wheel with markers and other 

embellishments.  
● Lastly place the skewer through the hole of the cardboard circle and place the wheel in 

the stand.  
 
Clean up  

● Have students clean their individual work area by throwing away any trash or scraps 
from their project that can’t be reused.  

● Designate students to collect certain supplies until everything is returned to its proper 
location.  

● Collect each student's project and place it where you store student work.  
 



Critique  
● After each project students will get time to talk about something they learned from the 

project.  
● They will each get to show their project they had made and talk about it. What they like, 

what they wish they did differently, what their favorite part of making it was.  
● Students can comment on each other's work during this time. 

 
 
Sources  
 
ABCmouse.com Early Learning Academy. (2020, Jan, 9).Stem Activity For Kids: Popsicle Stick 

Ferris Wheel by ABCmouse.com.Youtube. Retrieved  
February 15, 2021. From https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEN9qcnU6eI 
 

Peekaboo Kidz. (2017, May, 25). Invention of Ferris Wheel : The Doctor Binocs Show: Best  
Learning Video for Kids: Pre school learning. Youtube. Retrieved  
February 15, 2021. From https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01f8PFAyl6c 
 

Joey Dunn. (2017, May, 21). Ferris Wheel Ride (360 Video).Youtube. Retrieved  
February 15, 2021. From https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRTSwEqgpf0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEN9qcnU6eI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01f8PFAyl6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRTSwEqgpf0


Artists and Art Vocabulary Wheel of Fortune  
Lesson By: Lauryn Shrout  

 
Lesson Summary 
Students will work together to create a giant game wheel, similar to the wheel on wheel of 
fortune. Once the wheel is assembled we will play like the wheel of fortune, students can take 
turns spinning and guessing a letter, receiving points if the letter is in the word or phrase. Words 
or phrases will be art terms and vocabulary learned from this unit on wheels. Unlike wheel of 
fortune, though, we will be taking even turns spinning the wheel, so after you spin once it goes 
to the next person, whether you get the letter right or wrong. We will continue through each 
person in the class until the word or words are solved. Students can tally up their points to see 
who wins.  
 
Specific Objectives  
Students will:  

● Work collaboratively together.  
● Work on their spelling skills.  
● Review art terms and artists.  

 
Materials  
Cardboard, an old pizza box, Construction paper, fidget spinner, a small piece of foam sheet, 
push pins, scissors, exacto blade, glue, tape, hot glue.  
 
Instructional Aides  
The Roulette game. How to make a spinning wheel out of cardboard  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mza4Sre9LHM 
 
Wheel of fortune2 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOTw05gsDhQ 
 
 
Pre Class Prep 

● Using the instructional aid video follow along and do some of these steps to get the 
wheel started.  

○ Using an old pizza box cut a circle out of the top.  
○ Using extra cardboard cut two more circles the same size.  
○ On one of the cardboard circles divide it into 12 equal parts.  
○ Create a template piece that students can use to trace on a piece of construction 

paper when making their piece of the wheel.  
○ Hot glue the other two cardboard circles together.  
○ Cut a circle using an exacto blade in the middle of these circles and glue 

together. The circle should be the size of the center circle of the fidget spinner. 
(keep this piece that you cut out).  

○ Hot glue the fidget spinner in the hole.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mza4Sre9LHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOTw05gsDhQ


○ On the side of the cardboard circles, where you can’t see the full fidget spinner, 
hot glue the cardboard circle with the 12 equal parts drawn on it to it.  

○ Flip the wheel over and use the piece you cut out from earlier, glue this to the 
center of the fidget spinner.  

 
 
Motivation  

● Ask students if they have seen wheel of fortune.  
● Talk about this? How do you play?  
● Show students a short clip from Wheel of fortune.  
● Talk about how to play and that we will be playing our own art wheel of fortune.  
● Ask them what they think we need to make first before we can play. A WHEEL!! (:  

 
Art Activity Steps 

● Students will trace the template piece on a piece of construction paper.  
● Students can then design their piece of the wheel. Making sure to include a negative or 

positive amount of points on it (+10, -6, etc).  
● If a student finishes their designed piece early then they can help make another part of 

the wheel.  
● On the 12 equal parts drawn place a push pin on each side and one in the center.  
● Flip the wheel over and place hot glue on the backside of the push pins so you can't get 

poked by the pins. 
● Glue the big wheel to the pizza box.  
● Using the small piece of foam, draw an arrow and cut out the arrow.  
● Create a small triangular stand for the arrow to go in, so it can be raised high enough to 

hit the pins as the wheel spins. 
● Play wheel of fortune with the vocabulary, and knowledge of artists learned from this unit 

of lessons on wheels.  
● You may give students hints or a word bank of potential words if you think it is needed.  
● Students will take turns spinning the wheel, guessing a letter, and tallying up their points 

until they figure out the word.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Clean up  
● Have students clean their individual work area by throwing away any trash or scraps 

from their project that can’t be reused.  
● Designate students to collect certain supplies until everything is returned to its proper 

location.  
● Collect each student's project and place it where you store student work.  

 
Critique  

● After each project students will get time to talk about something they learned from the 
project.  

● They will each get to show their project they had made and talk about it. What they like, 
what they wish they did differently, what their favorite part of making it was.  

● Students can comment on each other's work during this time. 
 
 
Sources  

 
Edu Props. (2017, September, 16). The Roulette game. How to make a spinning wheel out of  

cardboard .Youtube. Retrieved February 15, 2021. From 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mza4Sre9LHM  

 
Vteokk. (2018, April, 13).Wheel of Fortune2. Youtube. Retrieved  

February 15, 2021. From https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOTw05gsDhQ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mza4Sre9LHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOTw05gsDhQ

