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Lesson Summary  
Students will learn about the history of graffiti and its importance. They will practice creating 
letters, fonts, and designs in a different style of graffiti that they are drawn to. Using this 
knowledge and practice students will use an online program for street art creating 
(http://streetartcreator.com/)  to make their own graffiti by digitally spray painting a wall.  
 
Essential questions 

● Is graffiti art or vandalism?  
● What does Graffiti mean to you?  
● How can you express yourself through this form?  
● Would you consider graffiti art?  

 
 
General Objectives  
Students Will:  

● Collaboratively shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present day life using a 
contemporary practice of art and design. (8th VA:Cr1.2.8a) 

● Document early stages of the creative process visually and/or verbally in traditional or 
new media. (8th VA:Cr1.1.8a)  

● Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to pursue ideas, forms, 
and meanings that emerge in the process of artmaking or designing. (8th VA:Cr2.1.8a) 

● Select, organize, and design images and words to make visually clear and compelling 
presentations. (8th VA:Cr2.3.8a) 

● Analyze why and how an exhibition or collection may influence ideas, beliefs, and 
experiences. (8th VA:Pr6.1.8a) 

● Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture and environment and 
impact the visual image that one conveys to others. (8th VA:Re.7.1.8a) 

● Distinguish different ways art is used to represent, establish, reinforce, and reflect group 
identity. (8th VA:Cn11.1.8a) 

 
Specific objectives  

● Understand the history of Graffiti. 
● Use graffiti inspired design to review basic color theory.  
● Interpret what graffiti means to them.  
● Create a digital work that has personal meaning.  
● Learn about the different types of graffiti.  

 
Developmental stage  
At this age (13 - 14 years old) students develop a lot of self criticism toward their drawing 
abilities. This is a critical stage of artistic development where some students will feel they do not 

http://streetartcreator.com/


possess the skills to draw realistically and give up. For students who feel this way, this is a great 
project to get them to feel more comfortable in the art room drawing something with fewer limits 
and aspects of realism, but still challenges their artistic abilities. Students at this age also have a 
better sense of three dimensional space which is helpful in making graffiti that has more form 
and depth. They also are driven to create work that has personal meaning and this project 
allows them to pick what they want to display or create in this graffiti style.  
 
Materials  
Plain white paper, pencils, colored pencils, computers.  
 
Instructional Aides 

● “10 Types of Graffiti” youtube video 
● “A brief History of Graffiti” TedEd video  
● Pictures of the types of graffiti for visual reference.  

 
Vocabulary  
primary, secondary, tertiary colors.  
 
Tag - is a word design using the qualities of line. We cannot color in a tag, it is simply the 
essence of what develops the next dimensions in the form of a line. 
 
Throw ups- is a letter or word that can be filled in with color or design. The letters in “throw” 
styles now have shape. 
 
Piece - letter or word now has the illusion of form. Various forms of perspective create 
perceptions of height, length, and width. Overlapping letters create depth in space. Color theory 
is applied in numerous schemes, including gradation, to further enhance references to form. 

 
 

 
 
 



Pre class prep  
● Have videos (A Brief History of Graffiti, and 10 Types of Graffiti) pulled up on 

smartboard.  
● Have the vocab words and definitions written out on white board or on poster board.  
● Provide a visual example of these words next to them.  

 
Stimulation  

● Have images of graffiti up on the board. Once students are seated ask them… 
○ What do you see on the board? 
○ Where do you normally see graffiti? Urban settings? Rural?  
○ Do you consider this art? 
○ Are there elements of design in graffiti? Color choice? Symbolism? Aesthetic? 

Typography?  
○ Is it possible for some to view art as vandalism and some to view it as art?  
○ Transition into the Ted Ed video. “This video discusses the history of graffiti and if 

you should consider it as art or vandalism.”  
● Watch TedEd - “A Brief History of Graffiti”. 
● Once the video has ended re ask these questions. See if any students have changed 

their opinion.  
● Ask students if they learned something new from that video regarding the history of 

street art.  
● Tell the students that in class we will learn how to create in this graffiti style and will 

explore the steps and artistic considerations it takes to create this way.  
● Lead into the next video by saying, “but before we begin let's take a look at different 

styles of graffiti” 
● Watch the video on “10 Types of Graffiti”. 
● Once the video is over ask the class if they knew there were so many forms of graffiti. 

Tell them that although there are lots of forms we will stick to three for this lesson. Tags, 
throwups, and piece letters and style.  

● Go over the vocabulary words while also providing an example of each on the board.  
 
 
Art Activity steps  

● Hand out a piece of paper and a pencil to each student.  
● To have them practice making graffiti style letters and demonstrate a knowledge of the 

vocabulary words. 
● Have the students practice creating “tag” letters on their piece of paper.  

○ If needed pull up examples of fonts and tag letters on the smartboard. 
○ If students are still struggling you can create prompts for them such as: stack one 

letter on top of another and twist your letters in an uncomfortable way.  
● Once tag letters seem more understood have students practice making throw letters. 

Using their tag letters ask them to give them more shape. Making them more 3D (bubble 
letters).  



● A part of throw letters is the incorporation of color and shape so at this point also hand 
out colored pencils.  

○ As they practice making throw letters, ask them to use only primary colors for one 
letter combination, then only complimentary colors, and then tertiary colors. This 
will get them thinking about the colors they would like to use for their final, and 
also help review color theory.  

● If you have time or students want to try something more difficult, have students practice 
making piece letters. Piece is the most evolved form of graffiti, where nothing is off limits. 
They can let loose and create however they want with as much detail, shadow, and 
connections as they want. 

● Using their practice paper of letters, fonts, and designs as reference. Have them use the 
“Street Art Creator Program”  

○ Encourage them to practice for a few minutes using the tools to get the hang of it.  
● Using the digital spray paint cans in the program, have students digitally write their 

name, or a meaningful word or phrase in the style of graffiti they feel most comfortable 
in. (after teacher approval).  

● Encourage students to add symbols or colors to their digital designs.  
● Once students are finished have them save their work on the program and their work 

can be printed out.  
 
Clean up  

● Pick one student to collect all of the practice sheets of paper for students to get back 
next time they are in class.  

● Have another student go around and collect pencils.  
● Have another student go around and collect colored pencils.  

 
Critique/ self assessment  

● Have students get into partners and look at each other's work.  
● Have students discuss the differences in form, style, color choices.  
● Have students discuss the name or word they chose.  
● Have students discuss if they incorporated any symbolism or metaphors in their designs.  
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